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working as an FBI informant was in-
dicted on 15 criminal counts for alleg-
edly hacking into the U.S. Department
of Defense Air Force and other com-
puter-sensitive systems.

The list goes on and on, even to the
extent that you have folks in China
and North Korea purposely attacking
American systems. I will submit some
of these for the RECORD, but the list
goes on and on. That is why it is very
important for us to support this legis-
lation and have Members talking about
it and knowledgeable.

If you think about cybersecurity
now, the cost of it is more than what it
is for the illegal drug trade in America.
This is a huge problem, but it is kind of
a quiet problem and this resolution
helps raise its visibility.

Mr. FEENEY. Mr. Speaker, I have no
further requests for time, I thank the
gentleman from Georgia and the gen-
tleman from Texas, and I yield back
the balance of my time.

Mr. LAMPSON. Mr. Speaker, I just
want to encourage all of our colleagues
to support this legislation. It is criti-
cally important, and I want to express
my appreciation to all of the sponsors
who made such a tremendous effort to
bring it here to the floor.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Texas (Mr.
LAMPSON) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 716.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

HONORING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE DAWN OF THE
SPACE AGE

Mr. LAMPSON. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and agree to the
concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res. 225)
honoring the 50th anniversary of the
dawn of the Space Age, and the ensuing
50 years of productive and peaceful
space activities.

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution.

The text of the concurrent resolution
is as follows:

H. CoN. RES. 225

Whereas the dawn of the Space Age took
place on October 4, 1957 with the launch of
Sputnik 1, an event that was followed soon
after by the American launch of Explorer 1;

Whereas the exploration of space evolved
from cold war competition into an endeavor
that has been marked by significant inter-
national cooperation, with results that have
benefitted all humanity;

Whereas a new chapter in space explo-
ration was opened when cosmonauts and as-
tronauts first orbited the Earth in the early
1960s, culminating in the historic first steps
taken by astronauts Neil Armstrong and
Edwin E. Aldrin Jr. on the Moon in 1969;

Whereas robotic explorers have ranged
throughout the solar system, with Voyager
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and Pioneer spacecraft now on the verge of
entering interstellar space;

Whereas from space, we have been able to
increase significantly our understanding of
the universe and its origin;

Whereas observations from space have en-
abled large scale monitoring of the Earth’s
weather and climate;

Whereas satellites have become a part of
our daily lives, transforming communica-
tions, navigation, and positioning;

Whereas the competition that accom-
panied the dawn of the Space Age reinvigo-
rated the Nation’s interest in science and
technology, leading to an increased invest-
ment both in research and in science, tech-
nology, engineering, and mathematics edu-
cation;

Whereas these investments contributed to
the development of a technologically skilled
generation of Americans that has led the
world in innovation and accomplishment;

Whereas the new global competition for
preeminence in science and technology and
innovation has led to a call for a renewed
commitment to research and to science,
technology, engineering, and mathematics
education akin to that which followed the
dawn of the Space Age; and

Whereas Congress has responded by renew-
ing our national commitment to science,
technology, engineering, and mathematics
education with the recently enacted America
COMPETES Act: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring), That the Congress—

(1) honors the 50th anniversary of the dawn
of the Space Age;

(2) recognizes the value of investing in
America’s space program; and

(3) declares it to be in America’s interest
to continue to advance knowledge and im-
prove life on Earth through a sustained na-
tional commitment to space exploration in
all its forms, led by a new generation of well
educated scientists, engineers, and explorers.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. LAMPSON) and the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. FEENEY) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Texas.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. LAMPSON. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days to revise
and extend their remarks, and to in-
clude extraneous material on H. Con.
Res. 225, the resolution now under con-
sideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

Mr. LAMPSON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, the space age arrived
with a roar of the Soviet launch of
Sputnik, which propelled our Nation,
the leader of the free world, into a
space race. We recognized we faced a
challenge, and we responded. We made
smart investments in our people and in
knowledge acquisition to enable us to
compete technologically.

Specifically, we invested in what we
now call STEM education, and we in-
vested in science and engineering re-
search. Those investments brought us
preeminence in a new area of endeavor,
and they inspired a generation of engi-
neers and scientists.
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And just 12 years later, two Ameri-
cans, Neil Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin,
stood on the surface of the Moon. The
competition with the Soviet Union on
a world stage is what drove us ini-
tially, but it was strongly coupled with
America’s innate yearning to explore
and discover.

America was settled by people who
already had lives elsewhere, but who
wanted something more. They wanted
to find out what was over the horizon.
They wanted to determine if there was
a better way. We are here today, we are
the beneficiaries of that restless energy
and that hard work.

An array of spacecraft high above
works for us. Satellites monitor weath-
er and climate, forest fires, pollution,
the growth of cities, and even the
shrinking of ice mass. They augment
our infrastructure by providing posi-
tioning information, and television,
radio, telephone and e-mail commu-
nications. They help our Nation remain
secure. And they serve our restless
need to always know more as they go
on missions for us throughout the solar
system and, soon, even beyond that
boundary.

Every day people benefit: farmers,
surveyors, pilots and sailors, and even
moms using GPS to get the kids to soc-
cer practice. For all of our relatively
small investment, we get a lot back.
That investment is a start-up payment
that calls forth the strength of Amer-
ican entrepreneurship and taps Amer-
ica’s restless energy.

Today we must not sit back, content
with these benefits that we owe the
previous generation. It is not American
in nature to do so.

Congress recognizes that our Nation
again faces a challenge. This time our
adversaries are economic. In the space
race we demonstrated the winning
strategy and we need to maintain that
commitment to a strong national space
program. That includes human explo-
ration beyond low Earth orbit, includ-
ing missions to the Moon and beyond
because rising to that challenge will
bring out the best of us as a people.

In addition, we must renew Amer-
ica’s investment in STEM education, in
science and engineering research.

Congress got this under way with the
recently enacted America COMPETES
Act, and Congress will need to provide
sustained support if we are going to
maintain American technical superi-
ority and if we are going to again in-
spire the world with our accomplish-
ments.

I want to thank Chairman GORDON
for his leadership in introducing this
legislation. I also want to thank Rep-
resentatives MARK UDALL from Colo-
rado and RALPH HALL from Texas and
ToM FEENEY from Florida who have
joined me as original cosponsors of this
legislation. We want to honor this his-
toric anniversary by offering this con-
current resolution.

I would like to close by quoting a few
lines and key phrases, namely: ‘“‘Now,
therefore, be it resolved by the House



